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Foundation Names
New Executive Director

The National Masonic
Foundation for Children has
named W. Don Baugher of

Michigan as the new Executive
Director.  Elected by the Board of
Directors to succeed Lawrence
Chisholm, Don took charge of his
new duties on January 1, 2003 at the
retirement of Chisholm.

Lawrence Chisholm has served
the Foundation since it was founded
by the North American Conference
of Grand Masters in 1986.  “He has
been a dynamic force in developing
and promoting the Masonic Model
Student Assistance Training program
(MMSAT),” says Foundation
President J. Garrie Burr.  Over the
years, the MMSAT program has
spread from the State of Maine to
California.  Chisholm announced his
desire to retire in 2000, but had
continued to work while the
Foundation’s Board of Directors
searched for his replacement.  “He
will be sorely missed and his
dedication and devotion to the cause
of the Foundation will be realized for
years to come,” says Baugher.

Baugher has served on the Board
of Directors for the National Masonic
Foundation for Children since 1991
and served as its President for four
years, from 1996 to 2000.  He also
served as the State Coordinator for

Weeding Out The Truth
Users say it makes them mellow.  Proponents of legalization say it’s OK
to smoke.  Doctors warn of its harmful effects.  Researchers say that in
the past decade, the number of 8th graders who have used it doubled.

The debate about marijuana continues, but there is one point that
everyone generally agrees on - kids should stay away from drugs.

“There are many popular myths about the so-called harmlessness of
marijuana, but we know from research that marijuana use is risky for
teens at a crucial time in their lives,” says John P. Walters, Director of
National Drug Control Policy.  “We’ve become almost conditioned to
think that any warnings about the true dangers of marijuana are
overblown.  But marijuana is far from ‘harmless’ - it is pernicious.
Together, in our communities, in our schools, and most of all, in our
homes, we must work to dispel the folklore about this drug.”

continued on page 4

W. Don Baugher

MMSAT in Michigan from 1991 to
2001.

“I’m excited about this
opportunity,” says Baugher.  “I look
forward to bringing some new ideas

to the table and taking the Foundation
into its next phase of growth over the
next two or three years.”

Some of Baugher’s goals
include:  improving communications
with all Grand Lodges so that the
work of the Foundation is better
understood; see that the Foundation
is in a healthy financial position so
that it may be able to subsidize initial
MMSAT programs in new
jurisdictions; and expand the talents
and skills brought to the Foundation
through its Board of Directors.

Baugher, a Past Grand Master of
the Grand Lodge F. & A.M. of
Michigan, is currently serving as its
Grand Secretary, which he will
continue until March 31, 2003, when
his successor is scheduled to assume
the office.
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Profile -
Thomas E. Reynolds

Elected to the Board of Directors
of the National Masonic
Foundation for Children in 2000,
Thomas E. Reynolds’ long and
distinguished career in education
and his commitment to his community and to
Freemasonry has been of invaluable service to the success
of the Masonic Model Student Assistance Training
program.

Born in Hoytville, Ohio in 1937, Reynolds attended
public schools before graduation from Findlay College
with a Bachelor of Science degree in comprehensive
science and mathematics in 1959.  He later received his
Master’s degree in microbiology from Bowling Green
Sate University in 1971, but prior to his graduate studies
Reynolds returned to public schools to accept a teaching
position in the Findlay City school system.

His service to youth has been recognized nationally
as well as on the local level.  In 1978, he was awarded
“Ohio’s Outstanding Biology Teacher” by the National
Biology Teachers Association.  In 1984, he received the
“Findlay College Varsity F Educator Award” and in 1992
was elected into the State Coaches Hall of Fame and
then in 1994 elected into the Hancock County Sports
Hall of Fame for his service to coaching high school
golf.  His record of 136 wins and one loss in dual meets
is still an Ohio record.

In his community, he has served the youth as a Little
League coach, Boy Scout leader, and Cub Master from
1958-1974.  When Reynolds was a youth, he too was a
Boy Scout and was one of the first in the state of Ohio to
receive the “God and Country Award” in 1953.  He was
also a certified baseball umpire for the Ohio Athletic
Association from 1964-1991.

His service to community does not end with his
service to youth.  He served as a member of the Board of
Public Affairs in 1960’s and late 1970’s.  Presently, he is
a member of the Board of Governors for the University
of Findlay as well as a adjunct professor of education
and biology.  His service to his alma mater was
recognized in 1998 when the University of Findlay
presented Reynolds with the “Distinguished Alumnus
Award.”

For the past 40 years, he has served his church, Good
Shepherd United Methodist, as a Sunday school
superintendent and teacher.  As a certified lay speaker,
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MMSAT State Coordinators
Hold Meeting in Oxford, NC

The Masonic
Home for
Children in

Oxford, NC, was the
perfect setting for last
November’s NMFC
Board of Directors
meeting and State
Coordinator training
and meeting.

After receiving a
warm welcome from the
representatives of the Grand Lodge
of NC, a very successful Masonic
Model training took place after
which the NMFC Board of
Directors met with the MMSAT
State Coordinators  for their second
annual combined meeting to
discuss the continued progress of
the Masonic Model program.

Spirits were high as the
Coordinators discussed their
successes and the challenges of
keeping up with demand for the
program from schools within their
jurisdictions.  Larry Newman and
Thom Stecher of Newman/Stecher
International were present to hear
feedback from the Coordinators
about the new training manual
which was released last year, the
Newman/Stecher trainers, and the
response to Masonic Model training
in their respective states.  Newman/
Stecher also informed the
Coordinators of what is being done
to ensure the continued quality of
the program.

All agreed that having a NMFC
web site would help greatly in
promoting the MMSAT program.
The Foundation plans to have one
up and running this winter.  Action
plans were drawn up dealing with

improving publicity, and the
collection of statistics and success
stories.  The belief was unanimous
that the Masonic Model program
sells itself, however, the biggest
hurdle has been getting the word
out to the Grand Lodge jurisdictions
and the education communities that
have not yet heard about it.

The State Coordinators, left the
two day discussions with renewed
vigor.  A pig-roast and a
professional fireworks show also
made the two day meeting a fun and
enjoyable time for the Coordinators
to socialize and share their thoughts
and professional experiences.

There is much to gain by
attending the Coordinator meetings
and it is the NMFC’s hope to see
even more jurisdictions represented
at next year’s meeting.

If you are interested in bringing
the Masonic Model Student
Assistance Training program to
your area, please contact the
National Masonic Foundation for
Children at 1-800-35-MASON.

Twenty-five NMFC  Board of Directors,
Staff, and State Coordinators
representing more than a dozen
Masonic Jurisdictions pose for a group
photo in front of the NC Masonic Home
for Children’s chapel.

he has continued to serve his church
for the past 27 years, and is presently
the Lay Delegate to the Annual
Conference.

Reynolds’ Masonic career began
in 1968 when he was raised a Master
Mason in North Baltimore Lodge No.
561, North Baltimore, OH.  He
served his lodge as secretary from
1992 to 1998.  In 1994, he was
appointed to serve his Grand Lodge
as Junior Deacon and was then
subsequently appointed Senior
Grand Deacon, Grand Marshal, then
Grand Orator before being elected to
the Grand Lodge successive line of
officers as Junior Grand Warden in
1998.  After four years of service as
a Grand Lodge elected officer, in
2001, Reynolds was installed Grand
Master of Masons in Ohio.

In Freemasonry, he is a member
of many appendant bodies and
honorary bodies, including the York
Rite, Shrine and the Ancient
Accepted Scottish Rite in the Valley
of Toledo.  The Supreme Council of
the Ancient Scottish Rite of
Freemasonry for the Northern
Masonic Jurisdiction coroneted
Reynolds a Thirty Third Degree
Mason at Indianapolis, Indiana in
2001.

Reynolds and his wife Marjorie
are proud parents of two children
who have careers in education and
grandparents to four grandchildren.

Deadline to submit articles for the
next issue of Update is April 1, 2002.
Please send articles and/or
recommendations on ways to
improve the newsletter to:

James N. Katsaounis, Editor
2200 Ben Franklin Pkwy., E-1807
Philadelphia, PA 19130
E-mail: jk437@aol.com

Articles and photos at 300 dpi
resolution sent on disk or by e-mail
are requested and appreciated.
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In late September, the White
House Office of National Drug
Control Policy’s (ONDCP)

National Youth Anti-Drug Media
Campaign launched a new initiative
to dispel popular myths and
misconceptions about marijuana.
The initiative targets youth ages 9-
18, their parents and other influential
adults, including student assistance
(SA) professionals, teachers,
prevention practitioners and health
care providers.  The information in
this article can help SA specialists
enhance their education efforts with
students and parents.

The new efforts seek to debunk
some of the most popular myths
about marijuana among parents and
kids, including:

Myth: Marijuana is harmless.

Myth: You cannot get addicted to
marijuana.

Myth: Marijuana won’t hurt you - it
is just a plant.

Myth: Marijuana does not make you
lose control.  It just makes you
mellow.

Myth: Marijuana is not as popular
among kids today as newer drugs like
ecstasy.

Myth: There is not much parents or
anyone else can do to stop kids from
experimenting.

The initiative includes print and
broadcast advertising for parents and
teens that will run through the end
of the year.  Other elements include
community outreach programs,
online resources, news media
outreach and education materials.
Special efforts also will reach

prevention education and
intervention in schools.

New research within the last
decade has revealed that marijuana
is more potent than ever and can lead
to significant health, social, learning
and behavior problems at a crucial
time in kids’ lives.  The initiative is
focused on educating parents and
kids about the new science showing
the real dangers of the drug for young
users.

For example, marijuana affects
the brain and can impair mental
health, leading to increased
depression and anxiety.  In addition,
some health risks associated with
smoking marijuana are similar to
those posed by tobacco.

Despite popular beliefs,
marijuana use can lead to
dependency and addiction.  In fact,
marijuana sends more teens to
treatment each year than any other
illicit drug.

Studies also show that kids who
smoke marijuana are more likely to

Marijuana is Riskier Than You Think
� 60% of teens currently in drug treatment have a primary marijuana diagnosis.
More teens enter treatment for marijuana abuse each year than for all the other
illicit drugs combined.

� Marijuana use is three times more likely to lead to dependence among
adolescents than adults.

� Smoking marijuana leads to changes in the brain that are like those caused by
cocaine, heroin and alcohol.

� Regardless of the THC content, the active ingredient in marijuana, the amount
of tar inhaled by marijuana smokers and the level of carbon monoxide absorbed
are three to five times greater than among tobacco smokers.

� Researchers have found that heavy marijuana use impairs the ability of young
people to concentrate and retain information.  This may be especially problematic
during teens’ peak learning years, when their brains are still developing.

� Young marijuana users in their later teen years are more likely to be delinquent,
have multiple sexual partners, engage in unsafe sex, perceive drugs as not harmful
and have problems with cigarettes, alcohol and marijuana.

African-American, Asian, Hispanic
and American Indian audiences.

Why marijuana?
Marijuana is by far the most

popular drug among today’s youth.
Among kids ages 12-17 who use
illicit drugs, approximately 60% use
marijuana only (National Household
Survey on Drug Abuse, 2001).  While
the average age of the first use has
remained relatively steady, the
number of 8th graders who have used
the drug has doubled in the last
decade (Monitoring the Future,
2002).

Research has shown that many
parents are ambivalent about
marijuana, consider it to be relatively
risk-free and are more concerned
about so-called “hard” drugs, as well
as alcohol and tobacco.  Parents also
say they feel ill equipped to talk to
their kids about the dangers of
marijuana because they do not know
the facts about the drug.  All of these
factors contribute to the difficulty of

Weeding Out
   the Truth

A new initiative from the
White House Office of Drug Control Policy
debunks marijuana myths.
continued from page 1
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get in trouble with the law, struggle
in school, have delinquent friends,
engage in unsafe sex and end up in
risky dangerous situations.

Some of the nation’s top public
health and parent groups, including
the Academy of Pediatrics, the
American Medical Association and
the National PTA, have joined the
Drug Czar in issuing a call-to-action
to the nation’s parents and other
influential adults in their lives, urging
them to learn about the risks of
marijuana use and talk to kids about
the drug.  They also stressed the
importance of parents staying
involved to keep kids drug-free, such
as knowing what their kids are doing
and setting limits with clear rules and
consequences.

Use this information and the
other information on these pages in
whatever way you can to educate
young people and adults who are
involved with them about the dangers
of marijuana.
Reprinted from the Student Assistance
Journal, Winter 2002.

Resources
The ONDCP media campaign offers
a number of free marijuana and
general drug prevention resources
for use in schools and parents
education.

Marijuana-specific
resources include:
� Marijuana fact sheet

� Marijuana feature stories

� Marijuana IQ Drug Quiz

� Posters for youth and parents

� Marijuana brochure for parents

� Downloadable print and
broadcast advertising

� Classroom resources and
activities specifically focused on
marijuana prevention

Look for more information in the
Marijuana Toolkit at

www.MediaCampaign.org.

Illinois Core
Team Training
Proves Effective
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Larry Newman presenting the components
of the MMSAT program to conference
attendees.

The National Masonic Foundation
for Children, by arrangement of the
Grand Lodge F. & A.M. of Ohio, was
represented by Newman/Stecher
International at the 14th Annual Ohio
Prevention and Education
Conference (OPEC) in December
2002.  The three day conference, in

Ohio Conference
Features Masonic Model

Columbus, focused on alcohol/drug prevention programs.  The Foundation
continues to seek opportunities that bring public attention to the MMSAT
program.

F all 2002 was busy as usual for
the IL Masonic Foundation
(IMF). Training events and

technical assistance activities included
four Masonic Model trainings throughout the state that were well attended.  After
11 years of implementation, the composition of the training groups has begun to
change; from all new Core Teams to largely new members being added to existing
Core Teams.  This indicates how,  by rotating their memberships, established
Core Teams in schools are keeping themselves healthy.

The IL Masonic Foundation  has six Masonic Model and six Booster trainings
scheduled for the first half of 2003. Trainers continue to receive high marks on
evaluations and participants say they are leaving the Masonic Model Student
Assistance Training sessions prepared to implement the program, or to contribute
to their existing program.  IL Masons and Masons everywhere can be very proud
of this effective, and efficient program to recognize and assist at-risk children.

Data gathered from Student Assistance Programs in Illinois, including Masonic
Model trained Core Teams, reveals a great deal about how Masons are helping
students. A brief sketch follows:

Referral Reasons:  72% Behavioral Problems; 16% Academic Concerns;
12% Alcohol/Drug Concerns.

Most Common In-School Interventions:  57.6% Support Groups; 28.2%
Mentors/Peer Mediation; 14.1% Referral for Special Education.

Most Common Community Based Interventions:  60.6% Alcohol,
Tobacco, Other Drug Services; 24.2% Mental Health; 15.2% Aggressive
Behavior.

Most importantly, 68% of students for whom an action plan was developed
showed improvement in academics, behavior, health and/or attendance.


